From Camp Hammond – No. 2
Wednesday, Aug. 28th, 1861

 
Dear Beacon, -Things are moving on smoothly at the camp. All the companies are now on the ground and will probably be filled in short time. Col. Greusel is indefatigable in bringing order out of chaos, and the company officers are seconding his efforts. At the regimental election for Major, on Saturday, A. H. Barry, Esq.; of St. Charles, received a large majority of the votes cast, and was elected. The major is well liked by both officers and men, and will no doubt make a popular and efficient officer. We do not see much of our. Lieut. Col., Joslyn, he being the most of the time absent on business connected with the regiment. It would make you laugh to see the “officers drill.” The “awkward squad” of the poorest drilled company on the ground is not a comparison. There are but very few on the sick list, and as far as I can learn none dangerous. The boys are very impatient to get their uniforms and arms. Our “dress parades” are attended by large crowds from the city and the adjoining country, many coming from ten to fifteen miles, for that purpose. There is no end to the luxuries with which the friends of the soldiers supply them. We have many curious episodes to vary the dull monotony of camp life. –The other day I saw a little, short legged commissioned officer of one of the companies jump the fence with a tall Hibernian guard after him, with his bayonet in close proximity to his coat tails. The little fellow made good time, while the gentlemen from the Green Isle fired after him a choice volley of epithets which little commissioned did not stop to return. I could not learn what aroused the ire of the sentinel. The orders are not to let any one into camp after nine o’ clock without the countersign, and the guards are generally pretty sharp, and but few succeed in getting by them. Your correspondent was out the other night with countersign, and attempted to pass in the captain, of one of the companies, but was no go, He had to come to limerick. The drums are beating for “squad mounting” and as I as I am on duty for the day, I must close. 
C.

