From Camp Hammond.

Camp Hammond. Sept. 7, 1861


Dear Beacon: -We have had fine weather this week, and things have passed off very pleasantly at the camp. Our officers are beginning to enforce those rules and regulations which are necessary in order to have peace and harmony where so many men are collected together. As yet, the department of the men has been almost unexceptionable. There have been but one or two restraints of putting men in the guard house, and they were confined but for a short time. Col. Greusel remarked to a friend his, that he was proud of his regiment, and that he never saw men more interested in the cause than his were. He may well say so, for certainly I never saw so much interest manifested by a body of men gathered together as they have been from the “four winds,” and almost every class and grade. They manifest a commanding interest in the great cause in which they are engaged, and all seem to _____ the necessity of fitting themselves for the duties which will soon devolve upon them. Their progress in drilling shows clearly that they intend that the words of the Col. to Gen. Fremont shall prove true. Said he to him: “I will bring you a better drilled regiment for the length of time employed that you have ever seen.”

We rise at 5 o’clock A.M. and drill until seven. We then take our breakfast, arrange things in the tents, and clean up our streets, after which we drill until about half past eleven. In the afternoon our hours for drilling are between two and four o’clock at which we form on for battalion drill, and march to the field east of the camp ground, where we drill until five. We then take our supper and fall into the ranks for dress parade at six o’clock. The orders for the next day are then given and the parade is dismissed. Our evenings are spent singing and conversing with each other. At nine o’clock precisely our lights must be extinguished and there must be silence in the tents.

Our guard has been doubled around the grounds, and no soldier is permitted to pass in or out of the grounds, except the commissioned officers, without a pass, which must be signed by the Adjutant. No Captain is allowed to give out more than six passes at a time, and these are good for one day only. Citizens are allowed to pass in and out as they please, at the entrance on the west side of the ground. But few furloughs are given to the men, and these for the shortest possible time.

The ladies of Montgomery and Bristol got up a picnic for the Young America Company this week. Finding that they had an abundance for many more, they extended an invitation to the Morris Guards, the Oswego Company, and the Aurora Dragoons. At about half past eleven A.M., we formed in line. The Morris Guards fell in at the right – Capt. Parkhurst commander. The Company from Young America, commanded by Capt. Baldwin, joined on next, the Oswego Company, commanded by Capt. Camp, next, and the Aurora Dragoons, commanded by Capt. Jenks, on the left. We marched to the grove by the music of the fife and drum, Col. Greusel taking command of the whole company. Major Barry also accompanied us. The table was beautifully spread with every luxury. The dinner was enjoyed very much by all except the Morris Guards, a part of whom were obliged to wait on account of the length of the table, which was not sufficient to accommodate all. Some of them refused to eat after the rest had finished, though there was an abundance left, and their captain tried hard to have them partake of it. They soon left the grounds. Before leaving, however, they gave three cheers for the Ladies, and three groans for the men who crowded them out. We was sorry to see such a spirit manifested by those who previous to this had well earned the name of gentlemen. A flag was presented to the ladies of Montgomery and surrounding county by the Young America Company, after which three hearty cheers were given for them and then we returned to camp. At night a special order was given, that “no more companies would be allowed to have picnics given them off the grounds.” This shows that the Col. has decided that the best of the feeling shall exist among his men, and as this has been the cause of creating hard feelings with some, it shall be removed before anything serious results from it.

I hope and trust that battling may occur which shall set one man of the regiment against another, be that peace and harmony may prevail throughout the ranks and that united in heart and hand we may go forth determined to labor together until every traitor is blotted from existence or made to acknowledge and swear allegiance to the best government that has ever existed since the world began.

Yesterday, Col. Greusel, with a squad of the three monthsmen, went to Aurora to pay the last sad ___ to Capt. D who died at Quincy a few days since. His death is deeply felt by those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance. He is said to have been a man of a good deal of ____, and one who would have gained …..
F.O.W.
